Application Serial No. 09/901,121 

Supplemental Amendment and Interview Summary dated May 10, 2005 
Further reply to Office action of January 12, 2005 

Listing of Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 through 37 (Cancelled). 

38. (Currently amended) A method of analyzing a sample by i mmunoh i stoch e mistry, in 
situ hybr i dizat i on, fluor e scent in s i tu hybr i dization, a South e rn hybridizat i on, a North ern 
hybr i dizat i on, a Western ann e al i ng, or an CL I SA , wherein said method comprises: 

providing said sample; 

preparing the sample for analysis compris i ng the steps of fixation, processing, 
i mbedding, depa r affinizat i on, and dehydration, wherein ultras o und at a frequency of at least 100 
kl I z i s app li ed dur i n g each step e xcept i mbedd in g ; 

contacting sa id sample with a reagent to form a reaction mixture: 

analyzing the p r epa r ed samp l e us i ng a process se l ected from the gr oup consist i ng of: 

i mmunohistochemist r y, 

i n situ hybridizatio n , 

flu o resc ent in si t u hybr i d i zation, 

a Sout he rn h ybr id izat i on, 

a North er n h yb r i di zat ion , 

a W e s ter n anneal i ng, an d 

a n CLISA; an d 

applying ultrasound to said reaction mixture at a frequency of at least 100 kHz to sai d 
sam p le d u rin g said analys i s : and 

detecting a result of said reaction mixture . 

39. (Currently amended) The method of claim 38 wherein said i mn i unul i ibtochem i slry, 
in s i tu hybridization, ui fluorescent in s i tu hybridisation analysis is performed on a solid phase, 
said solid phase being selected from the group consisting of a tissue section, tissue microarray, 
and a chip. 

40. (Currently amended) The method of claim 38 wherein said Sou t hern hybri d izat i on, 
Northern hybr i dizat i on, Western anneal i ng ui CL I SA analysis is performed on a membrane, a 
microarray or a DNA chip. 
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41 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein said method is performed 
on a solid phase, a microarray, a membrane or a DNA chip and wherein said solid phase, 
microarray, membrane or DNA chip receives ultrasound power of at least 0.01 W/cm 2 . 

42. (Previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein a power of said ultrasound 
is in a range of 0.01-100 W/cm 2 . 

43. (Previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein said frequency is in a range 
of 100 kHz to 50 MHZ. 

44. (Previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein two or more ultrasound 
transducers are used to produce said ultrasound. 

45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein said method is performed 
on a solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip and wherein one or more ultrasound 
transducers are used to produce an ultrasound field that allows at least a portion of said solid 
phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip to receive a uniform frequency and intensity of 
ultrasound. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein said ultrasound is produced by a 
transducer comprising one or more heads. 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 46 wherein one or more of said heads 
are capable of emitting a frequency selected from the group consisting of a single frequency 
and a wideband frequency. 

48. (Previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein said method is performed 
on a sample, a tissue section, or a membrane. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein one head on a single transducer 
produces a frequency different from a frequency produced by a second head on said single 
transducer. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein one head on a single transducer 
produces an intensity different from an intensity produced by a second head on said single 
transducer. 

51 . (Original) The method of claim 44 wherein each of said transducers produces an 
ultrasound frequency different from an ultrasound frequency produced by at least one other 
transducer. 



Page 3 of 7 



Application Serial No. 09/901,121 

Supplemental Amendment and Interview Summary dated May 10, 2005 
Further reply to Office action of January 12, 2005 

52. (Original) The method of claim 44 wherein each of said transducers produces an 
ultrasound intensity different from an ultrasound intensity produced by at least one other 
transducer. 

53. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein a range of frequencies is 
applied to said sample, said tissue section, or said tissue. 

54. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein said method is performed 
on a solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip and wherein a plurality of transducers are 
arranged around said solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip in a two-dimensional 
arrangement. 

55. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein said method is performed 
on a solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip and wherein a plurality of transducers are 
arranged around said solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip in a three-dimensional 
arrangement. 

56. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein said method is performed 
on a solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip and wherein said solid phase, membrane, 
microarray or DNA chip is rotated. 

57. (Previously presented) The method of claim 48 wherein said method is performed 
on a solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip and wherein a transducer revolves around 
said solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip. 

58. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein said ultrasound is produced as a 
continuous signal. 

59 and 60. (Cancelled) 

61. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein said ultrasound is produced in pulses. 
62 and 63. (Cancelled) 

64. (Previously presented) The method of claim 61 wherein said frequency varies in a 
range of 0.1-50 MHZ. 

65. (Original) The method of claim 61 wherein said pulses vary in intensity. 
66 and 67. (Cancelled) 

68. (Currently amended) The method of claim 66 5S wherein said signal varies in 
intensity over time. 
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69. (Previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein said method is performed 
on a solid phase, membrane, microarray or DNA chip wherein said solid phase, membrane, 
microarray or DNA chip receives ultrasound of a power in the range of 0.01-100 W/cm 2 . 

70 through 91 (Cancelled). 

92. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein said analysis is selected from the group 
consisting of: 

immunohistochemistry, 
in situ hybridization, 
fluorescent in situ hybridization, 
a Southern hybridization, 
a Northern hybridization, 
a Western annealing, and 
an ELISA. 
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